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what is the man who cannot be known apart from his socio-political environment? As Zbigniew Janowski asserts,
one does not ask who this man is, for he does not even know himself. this man is suppressed and separated, and
not by Fascism or communism. in present-day America this has been accomplished by democracy.
“Only someone shortsighted, or someone who values equality more than freedom, would deny that today’s
citizens enjoy little or no freedom, particularly freedom of speech, and even less the ability to express openly or
publicly the opinions that are not in conformity with what the majority considers acceptable at a given moment.
it may sound paradoxical to contemporary ears, but a fight against totalitarianism must also mean a fight against
the expansion of democracy.”
Janowski all at once brazen and out of bounds states what he calls the obvious and unthinkable truth: in the
united States, we are already living in a totalitarian reality. the American citizen, the Homo Americanus, is an ideological being who is no longer good or bad, reasonable or irrational, proper or improper except when measured
against the objectives of the dominating egalitarian mentality that American democracy has successfully incubated. American democracy has done what other despotic regimes have likewise achieved––namely, taken hold of the
individual and forced him to renounce (or forget) his greatness, pursuit of virtue and his orientation toward history and tradition.
Homo Americanus, Janowski argues, has no mind or soul and he cannot tolerate diversity and indeed he now
censors himself. Democracy is not benign, and we should fear its principles come by and applied ad hoc. it is
deeply troublesome that in the way democracy moves today it gives critics no real insight into any trajectory of
reason behind its motion, which is erratic and unmappable. the Homo Americanus is an ideological entity whose
thought and even morality are forbidden from universal abstraction.
Janowski mounts the offensive against what the American holds most sacred, and he does so in order to save
him. After exposing the danger and the damage done, Janowski makes another startling proposal. it is a “diseased
collective mind” that is the source of this ideology, the liberal anti-perspective that presses man into the image of
the Homo Americanus, and its grip can only be broken through the recovery of instinct. Homo Americanus cannot be
free again until he is himself again. that is, until the shadow that belongs only to him is restored, and he is thereby
no longer alienated from others. Despite the condemnation Janowski seems to be levying on the citizen of the
united States, he betrays a great hope and confidence that the means to shake ourselves awake from the bad dream
are nevertheless in hand.
Janowski’s work is the next title in St. Augustine’s Press Dissident American Thought Today Series. it occupies a
controversial overlapping terrain between the philosophical descriptions of liberalism as a tradition, psychology
and the fundamentally influential critiques of democracy offered by thucydides, Jefferson, Franklin, tocqueville,
Mill, Burke and more. More anecdotal than analytical, Janowski offers the contemporary proof that the reader is
right to be scandalized by democracy and his or her own likeness of the Homo Americanus. Once upon a time it
was the despicable Homo Sovieticus fruit of tyranny, but now we fear democratic society too might fall and all its
citizens never be found again.

Author Bio:
Zbigniew Janowski is the author of Cartesian Theodicy: Descartes' Quest for Certitude (kluwer Academic Publishers,
2000; Polish translation, Arcana Press, 1998), Index Augustino-Cartésien. Textes et Commentaire. Paris: Vrin, 2001

(english translation as Augustinian-cartesian index. texts and commentary. St. Augustine's Press, 2004),
Agamemnon’s Tomb: Polish Oresteia (with catherine O’neil; St. Augustine’s Press, 2019).
He is also the editor of Leszek kolakowski’s My Correct Views on Everything and Other Essays (St. Augustine’s
Press, 2005), The Two Eyes of Spinoza and Other Essays on Philosophers (St. Augustine’s Press, 2004) and John Stuart
Mill On Democracy, Freedom and Government & Selected Writings (Saint Augustine’s Press, 2019). He has just finished
working on another volume of John Stuart Mill’s writing titled John Stuart Mill’s Newspaper Writings, Reviews and
Translations.
His Augustinian-Cartesian Index. Texts and Commentary was Awarded Silver Medal for Best Book in Philosophy
in the uSA by “Foreword Magazine,” 2004. He is a member of centre d’etudes cartésienne, université de ParisiV-Sorbonne.
ryszard Legutko is a member of european Parliament and author of Demon in Democracy.
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Fr. Maurice Ashley Agbaw-ebai, a native of cameroon, has written a fresh, exciting new study of the lifelong
engagement of Josef ratzinger, later Pope Benedict XVi, with the german enlightenment and its contemporary
manifestations and heirs. contemporary european disdain for organized religion and the rise in secularism on that
continent has deep roots in the german enlightenment. to understand contemporary europe, one must return to
this crucial epoch in its history, to those who shaped the european mind of this era, and to a study of the ideas
they espoused and propagated. these ideas, for good or for ill, have taken hold in other parts of the modern world,
being incarnated in many minds and institutions in contemporary society and threatening to enthrone a disfigured
rationality without faith or a sense of transcendence.
ratzinger’s extraordinary and sympathetic understanding of the sources of contemporary secularism
equipped him to appreciate the gains of the enlightenment, while still being a fierce critic of the losses humanity
has suffered when reason falsely excludes faith. Fr. Agbaw-ebai’s account reveals ratzinger, in relation to his various interlocutors, to be the truly “enlightened” one because he demonstrates a truly balanced understanding of
the human mind. to be truly rational one must be able to hold to faith and reason both, reason informed by faith
in Jesus christ.
A particular merit of this book is Agbaw-ebai’s presentation of ratzinger’s treatment of the german
enlightenment’s greatest contributors: kant, nietzche, Hegel and Habermas, among others. in the postscript
george weigel characterizes what this study accomplishes in the larger framework of scholarship. “[ratzinger’s]
position remains too often misunderstood, and sometimes deliberately misinterpreted, throughout the whole
church. And to misunderstand, or misinterpret, ratzinger is to misunderstand or misinterpret both the modern
history of theology and the Second Vatican council.” Agbaw-ebai masterfully positions ratzinger correctly in the
history of ideas, and exhibits why ratzinger will be remembered as one of its main players. Pure rationalists and
true believers are equally indebted to him.

Author Bio:
Maurice Ashley Agbaw-ebai is a priest of the Diocese of Mamfe, cameroon. He currently teaches courses in
Systematic theology and Philosophy of religion at Boston college, newton MA, and St John's Seminary, Brighton
MA. He also serves at St Anne's Parish, Salem MA, roman catholic Archdiocese of Boston, and is also the
chaplain of the cameroon catholic community of the Archdiocese of Boston. He had served the Diocese of
Mamfe, cameroon, as the Diocesan chancellor, the Diocesan Finance Administrator and the Private Secretary to
the Bishop.
Father emery de gaál is the chair and Professor of Dogmatic theology at the university of Saint Mary of the Lake.
george weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of washington’s ethics and Public Policy center, where he holds the
william e. Simon chair in catholic Studies. His twenty-seven books include his two-volume biography of Pope
St. John Paul ii, Witness to Hope and The End and the Beginning, and a memoir, Lessons in Hope: My Unexpected Life
with St. John Paul II.

comparable Titles:
Aidan nichols, The Thought of Pope Benedict XVI: An Introduction to the Theology of Joseph Ratzinger
george weigel, God’s Choice: Pope Benedict XVI and the Future of the Catholic Church

Advance Praise for the Work:
no Pope has ever spoken so frequently or fulsomely of the legacy of the enlightenment as has Pope Benedict XVi.
He repeatedly stressed the need for christianity to welcome the real achievements of enlightenment thought,
while insisting with equal vigor on the role of faith as a purifying force for reason. with this exploration of the
influence of the Aufklärung on the emeritus Pope’s lifelong preoccupation with faith and reason, Father Maurice
Agbaw-ebai makes a welcome contribution to ratzinger studies. this work by a young cameroonian scholar is
a major contribution to the fulfillment of Benedict’s cherished hopes for Africa’s role in the new evangelization.
Mary Ann Glendon, Professor of Law, Emeritus, Harvard University
A profound philosophical investigation of one of the key dialogs and dialectics of our time: between the church (represented by a truly great pope, philosophers, and the "enlightenment" that weaned most intellectuals away from her.
Like ratzinger himself, Father ebai's writing is dense and deep but well worth the effort required to engage it.
Peter Kreeft, Philosophy Department, Boston College
A journalist once joked to me that ‘ratzinger would give his right leg for reason’ and he asked why reason is so
important for him. this work by Fr Agbaw-ebai is the definitive answer to that question. it demonstrates that for
ratzinger/Benedict the eighteenth century’s interest in reason and history was already very much present in
christian self-understanding centuries before the arrival of the era of the philosophes. Like the great romano
guardini ratzinger has always emphasized the priority of Logos over ethos. For him christianity is the universal
truth, not merely some moral code or historically significant european narrative. this work deftly unpacks the
various ways in which the great modern church doctor deploys the concept of Logos in his theological reflections.
Tracey Rowland, St John Paul II Chair of Theology, University of Notre Dame (Australia)
contemporary european disdain for organized religion and the rise in secularism on that continent owes its roots
partly to the enlightenment. thus, to understand modern europe one has to return to this epoch in its history, to
those who shaped the european mind of this era and to a study of the ideas which they espoused and propagated.
these ideas, for good or for ill have taken hold in other parts of the modern world, being incarnated in many
minds and institutions in contemporary society and threatening to enthrone a world where only a certain kind of
rationality without faith or a sense of transcendence reigns supreme.
in this extremely well -written book, Fr Maurice Ashley Agbaw-ebai provides a detailed study of the way
Joseph ratzinger/ Pope Benedict Xi has devoted a considerable portion of his career as theologian, philosopher,
priest, bishop and Pope to dialogue with the enlightenment and its contemporary manifestations, and heirs.
Because ratzinger, more than most theologians and christian philosophers of his era understands the source of
contemporary secularism, he is more equipped than most to address the challenges it poses for faith in general and
for the christian faith in particular. to face up to the challenges posed by the enlightenment ratzinger shows himself quite conversant with the trends and sources which inform the contemporary heirs of the enlightenment.
while appreciating some of the gains of the enlightenment, he is fiercely critical of the losses which reason without
faith pushes on humanity. it is as if humanity were being forced to breathe with just one lung.
in Fr Agbaw-ebai’s book, ratzinger comes out in relation to his various interlocutors as the truly ‘enlightened’
one because he demonstrates a truly balanced understanding of the human mind. to be truly rational one must be
able to hold to faith and reason as two sides of the same coin. A faith that disdains reason would be no faith at all
and vice versa. the balance to strive for is that of reason informed by faith - more particularly, faith in Jesus christ.
in Jesus, the logos becomes incarnate, and fully shows what it means to be human.
the scope and breadth of Fr Agbaw-ebai’s erudition in this book is quite comprehensive and impressive. He
reads ratzinger very carefully and very well. He also reads those whom ratzinger is reading or is in dialogue with
very well. He integrates these sources quite well. the result is both a readable book in which one learns a lot about
history, theology, philosophy and the social sciences, and a reference work to which one can turn for quick reference on any number of issues about the christian faith and about the modern world. this is no mean achievement.
well done, well done, indeed!
Rev Paulinus I. Odozor, C.S.Sp, Professor of Moral Theology/Christian Ethic and the Theology of World Church, University
of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA
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the previous volume of Alexandre kojève’s (1902–1968) work published by St. Augustine’s Press, The Concept,
Time and Discourse (2019), was the introduction to an unfinished magnum opus through which kojève intended to
effectively update Hegelian philosophy. For kojève, Hegel provides the completion of philosophy’s historical
development, with the exception of what kojève deems an inadequate philosophy of nature. the translation of The
Idea of Determinism offers insight into what shape kojève’s “update” to Hegelian philosophy of nature may have
taken.
the notion of determinism plays heavily in the philosophy of nature. in the classical age of physics (newton
through Maxwell) it was a commonly held assumption that everything can be predicted, and chance is nonexistent. there was also the belief in the perpetual progress toward absolute precision in scientific measurement. then
in 1814 Laplace set the groundwork for this idea in the modern era: “[if there were] an intelligence who could
know, for a given instant, all the forces with which nature is animated and the relative position of all the beings
that compose it—if, moreover, it were vast enough to submit all its data to analysis [in accordance with the laws
of nature—it] would embrace in the same formula the motions of the greatest bodies in the universe and those of
the slightest atom: nothing would be uncertain for it, and the future, like the past, would be present to its eyes."
with dialectical mastery, kojève examines the implications of these assumptions and finds them wanting, even
from within the classical perspective. He then turns to the "modern (quantum) physics" of Planck, Heisenberg and
Dirac, which he sees as supporting an epistemological understanding of physical science free of any deterministic
assumptions. kojève also finds it to be rooted in the concrete understanding of physical measurement as an interaction between an observing subject and an observed object, about which statistically accurate predictions can
legitimately be made.
kojève was a contemporary and friend to political philosopher Leo Strauss, and influential in the intellectual
formation of Allan Bloom and Stanley rosen. His political career cannot be ignored when attempting to assess the
intentions of his philosophical work, which renders it a brand of political philosophy even when making presentations in the field of natural sciences.

Author Bio:
Alexandre kojève (1902–1968) was a French philosopher and civil servant noted for his contribution to the philosophy of science and political action. Heavily influenced by Heidegger and Marx, kojève’s reading of Hegel and
treatment of ideology, history and political philosophy remain relevant and compelling, even if often controversial.
He is a key figure in 20th century european philosophy.
robert B. williamson is tutor emeritus at St. John’s college in Annapolis, Maryland, where he continues to teach.
He is co-author, with Alfred Mollin, of An Introduction to Ancient Greek (university Press of America) and the
author of articles on Plato’s philosophy and einstein’s early work on relativity theory.
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The Tribulations of Sophia was the last of Étienne gilson's books to appear during his lifetime (1967). French readers
would have recognized the title's echo of a nineteenth century children's book by the countess of Ségur, the
Misfortunes of Sophia. its disobedient protagonist, young Sophia (of whom the American Dennis the Menace was
to be a very pale imitation) is the cause of a sequence of minor domestic catastrophes. One wonders if gilson is
proposing that the catholic intellectual world of his day is fraught with her descendants.
the heart of the book is entitled, “three Lectures on thomism and its current Situation.” During the Second
Vatican council and its immediate aftermath, the status of thomism in catholic intellectual circles and institutions
was vigorously challenged. Once again, the problem of thomism emerges: what is thomism and where does it
belong? gilson’s devotion to elaborating the nature of christian philosophy compels him to confront this question
head-on. indeed, because gilson approaches thomism as the veritable model for christian philosophy he cannot
ignore the attempts to suppress or supplant it.
And yet this section also contains a fourth lecture on teilhard de chardin, whom gilson knew and held in high
esteem. was teilhard's thought to become the new christian philosophy and theology? was it even appropriate to
label his thought as proper philosophy and theology?
the second, somewhat shorter, portion of the book wrestles with the theme of dialogue that was very much
in vogue in the 1960s. the central figure here is the French Marxist roger garaudy, internationally known for his
call to dialogue with christians. gilson denies any possibility of such a dialogue, and certainly any usefulness in
it. “i regret to say—not having myself any of the virtues of a skilled dialoguer, which are not to listen to what is
being said and to take it in a sense that makes it easy to refute. it is a chimerical hope that there should be two people who proceed otherwise.” But specifically on the point of christian and Marxist dialogue, from the massive ideological, bestial corpus of Marxism gilson carves out its fundamental need for the world and serves it back to
garaudy, but without garnish, for among Marxists each has his own particular manner of impoverishing the concept of man.
what might be called the postscript of the book, “wandering Amid the ruins,” shares some of gilson's own
experiences and unease in the unsettled situation of the catholic church at that time. “the council was the work
of truly supernatural courage. For more than three centuries the church was harshly blamed for not having taken
the initiative to make necessary reforms in the sixteenth century.” yet gilson laments that perhaps the manner of
enacting reform is confused and not in all cases simply intent on reversing the trends of empty churches and the
vocations drought. Perhaps we have not understood the council at all. gilson’s kind but clear description of the
turmoil in catholic teaching and thought is for the reader essential to any understanding of the tension and transitions of this period of history.

Translator’s Bio:
James colbert is Professor emeritus of philosophy at Fitchburg State university. He has published a translation of
gilson's Medieval Essays (cascade Books, 2011) and Jean Danielou's Philo of Alexandria (cascade Books, 2014).
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Henri de Lubac, The Discovery of God (Ressourcement: Retreival and Renewal in Catholic Thought), (1996).

St. AuguStine’S PreSS, inc.
P.O. Box 2285, South Bend, in 46680-2285
tel: 574-291-3500; toll-free tel: 888-wySiwyg (997-4994); fax: 574-291-3700

The Confessions of Odysseus
nALin rAnASingHe
introduction by Predrag cicovacki
Publication Date: APRIl
240 pages, 6” x 9”
hardback ISBN: 978-1-58731-137-6
$32.00 sp
E-book ISBN: 978-1-58731-138-3
$20.00 sp
category: clASSIcAl STuDIES; PhIloSoPhy/clASSIc WoRkS
nalin ranasinghe undertakes the monumentally brash assignment of accusing man and then offering his defense,
precisely as Homer does of Odysseus in the Iliad. Odysseus is portrayed as a human being deserving of both. For
this reason and Homer’s perceptive descriptions, ranasinghe claims Homer’s epic is the cornerstone of western
civilization. the central insights herein compel ranasinghe to admit the necessity of heeding its lessons today, of
minding its characters and seeing them in action off the page and in our own world.
Predrag cicovacki in his indispensable preface to the book, elucidates: “in ranasinghe’s view, Odysseus is
both the first recognizable human being and a model of curious and concupiscent human rationality that constantly strives toward the virtues of self-knowledge and moderation. Homer leads us to believe that the cosmos leans
toward virtue, although its fundamental truths may be inherently unspeakable. this is the line of thought that
ranasinghe believes was further developed by Socrates, Plato, and Jesus, while being obscured by Aristotle,
Augustine, and their followers. Homer’s later epic and his central insights are, according to ranasinghe, the most
fertile soil on which a humane civilization can grow and flourish.”
yet ranasinghe ultimately says it best. “Homer must be read as the wisest greeks did, not for fantastic tales
of the Olympians but because his myths reveal eternal constants of the human state: the soul’s ruling passions and
the possibility of knowing and educating these false gods. wrestled with thus the Iliad becomes a cautionary tale,
not one urging literal reading or mindless mimesis. it may always be that for the few who grasp Homer, many
more will obey his gods or imitate his antiheroes; but the Odyssey hints that while its poet sees this potential for
misuse, he is willing to take a noble risk and hope that eros can listen to and educate thumos. this faith is implicit
in his tale of Achilles and the trojan war. it is vital today that we see how the west’s end resembles its angry origins, as depicted in the Iliad. this is why Homer is said to be as fresh as the morning newspaper. His wisdom may
outlive our literacy.”

Author Bio:
nalin ranasinghe was professor of philosophy at Assumption university, and author of The Soul of Socrates
(cornell university Press, 2000), Socrates in the Underworld: On Plato’s gorgias (St. Augustine’s Press, 2009), and
Socrates and the Gods: How to Read Plato’s Euthyphro, Apology, and Crito (St. Augustine’s Press, 2012).

comparable Titles:
nalin ranasinghe, Socrates in the Underworld (St. Augustine’s Press);
nalin ranasinghe, Socrates and the Gods (St. Augustine’s Press);
Seth Benardete, Achilles and Hector: The Homeric Hero (St. Augustine’s Press)
Seth Benardete, The Archeology of the Soul (St. Augustine’s Press)
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Fire and Witness is the second volume in James Patrick’s saga recounting the current of inspiration guiding, and at
times sweeping, the christian heart toward full integration of the mind in the experience of revelation. in the first
volume, A Waiting World, Patrick like a true storyteller captures the wonder and anxiety that finally perceives
design and canon.
the second installment presents the parallel struggle to build heart and mind, as heresy and temporal
demands challenge the memory and vitality of what christians have received. the writing mind in this sense sustains and gives purpose to the heart, pressed under the burden of doubt and worldly expectation. the reader
knows that christianity endures, but how did this happen? Patrick at every turn discloses the role of the Paraclete
who remains the unseen protagonist. in this sense, Patrick surprises even those who think they know the story,
and no one is safe from being exposed to a bit of the same inspiration that moves the characters in history passed.
indeed, the reader will feel like a part of this same narrative, in a new unwritten chapter but encountering the same
Paraclete who has meddled in and marked events with holy breath that even Patrick cannot fully represent.
Highlights of Fire and Witness are Patrick’s presentation of pivotal yet forgotten works such as The Shepherd of
Hermes, and his treatment of Origen and Athanasius in their respective social and spiritual contexts. this volume
grants the reader a glimpse into a time when resolutions needed to be made and defended with argument, but also
with silent witness and the flame of a resolve dimmed not even by death. Patrick’s description of imperial
christianity and the christian imagination that ultimately fashions the proper image of christian places is likewise
stunning and not to be missed.

Author Bio:
Dr. James Patrick is chancellor emeritus of the college of Saint thomas More (Fort worth) and served as Provost
as well for over a decade. His teaching career spans nearly forty years. Patrick wrote his dissertation at trinity
college (toronto) and is a noted scholar of r. g. collingwood, J. r. r. tolkien, and c. S. Lewis.
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robert Shenk is both scholar and teacher of classical rhetoric. now a member of a dying breed, he was once ignited
by the late edward corbett (Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student) and after decades of study and research Shenk
has written a masterpiece that reintroduces and defines what is known as forestasis in the field of rhetoric. the
famous classical concept of rhetorical stasis has three principle components: fact, definition and quality. this was
the main thrust of rhetorical invention for some 1500 years, from ancient times up through the modern era. it is,
however, a forensic rhetoric in that it looks to the past. As Shenk presents stasis he relies on cicero’s famous
defense of Milo. Did Milo kill clodius? yes, but did Milo murder clodius? no, he walked into an ambush and his
killing was self-defense. Furthermore, his act was a good one insofar as clodius was a bad citizen and the republic
benefited from his death. the three aspects of rhetorical stasis, seen in this example, lead one to the heart of the
issue at hand. But rhetorical stasis can be used for more than seeing the past for what it is. One can effectively use
it to envision the future one wishes to achieve.
Shenk notes that Aristotle equips his doctrine of rhetoric with a forward-looking dimension, often overlooked
or ignored by scholars. there is stasis, but also forestasis, which amounts to a way not only of “getting to the point”
of an event, but of a manner of forming decisions. the ancient rhetoricians, says Shenk, all discussed deliberative
rhetoric as well as forensic rhetoric, and even though they differed in their respective descriptions they all generally agreed on its three main elements: possibility (often including difficulty or ease of execution), expedience (also
called utility or benefit, even profit), and honor (or morality in general depending on the conversation). One places
these elements into play when considering the viability of a proposal: “is it possible? is it beneficial? is it honorable?” this pertains to deliberative rhetoric, or arguments that touch upon the future. it is not just grasping things
that have been, but also understanding the core of that which is to come through formulating our decisions to act.
Laying the foundations for this broader view of stasis that, while depending on the ancient rhetoricians,
includes a forward-posed heuristic that can, Shenk argues, reinvigorate the concept of rhetorical stasis and expand
its theoretical reach. His intention is to show how rhetorical invention (discovery of the argument) is meant to look
both directions. rhetoric that properly presents what has passed can also be employed to identify the best next
move. Or, as Shakespeare reminds us in Prince Hal’s decision to participate in the robbery at gadshill, “yea, but
‘tis like that they will know us by our horses, by our habits, and by every other appointment to be ourselves.”
in addition to examples drawn from his naval background, Shenk references Homer, Shakespeare and Milton
in demonstrating forestasis to be a widely useful parallel to traditional stasis. Shenk argues that both deserve to be
widely taught as prime, complementary modern techniques of invention. Doing so would make stasis more relevant and lead students, especially, to discover the crux of any matter that requires deliberative action. this is an
essential and yet largely missing element of contemporary education. this ancient method, Shenk asserts, is a
habit that although rhetorical leads to actual discoveries that in turn yield real outcomes, both abstract and practical.

Author Bio:
robert Shenk is professor emeritus of english at the university of new Orleans. in addition to scholarly works on
rhetoric and literature, he wrote the comprehensive and authoritative Guide to Naval Writing (in later editions also
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consonant with its commitment to publish important works in the theological sub-field of canon law, St.
Augustine’s Press is pleased to make available the first volume in a series that will undoubtedly endure as a masterpiece of scholarship. carlos José errázuriz has provided a comprehensive and insightful treatment of ecclesiastical law, beginning with its foundation––namely, the object of justice. in a time when many doubt such a reality
in the church, errázuriz reacquaints the believer with the charismatic and ecclesiological origin of canon law and
introduces the scientist to its unique structure and mechanisms.
this is not a handbook. errázuriz presents more than the current code of canon Law. His intention is instead
to instill a realistic perspective of ecclesial right and law, and in doing so he fills a massive exegetical gap in english
scholarship. this book currently stands alone in its class and dramatically broadens the contemporary approach
to ecclesiastical law. in addition to offering a restored and richer ecclesiological orientation toward law, errázuriz
examines the thought of the most influential scholars of law and theology to date, among them Martin Luther,
rudolf Sohm, klaus Mörsdorf, eugenio corecco and Javier Hervada. errazuriz's response to Sohm is particularly
poignant. the sacraments are not empty rituals, but expressions and vehicles of divine grace. to be truly charismatic is not to be in opposition with the institutional. Sohm's distinction between early and therefore authentic
christian charismatic leadership and later and therefore corrupt institutional regulation in the roman catholic
church is the origin of Max weber's famous account of "the routinization of charisma". the privileging of spontaneous leadership over legal institutions is as old as the ambivalence in the Old testament about israel's shift from
the rule of "judges" to the institution of kingship. in short, errazuriz makes a powerful statement that vindicates
the institution, which is integrally part of the "spontaneity" of christ. Volume one also contains indispensable
analyses of the trends of thought that over the centuries have created grooves in the european treatment of the
relationship between the church and society, and what it means to claim membership in both. no introduction to
canon law available in english rivals errázuriz’s description of ecclesiastical justice and its indication of communion and sacramentality.
the availability of this work coincides with scandals and demands for justice in the church and in the world.
But what is justice, what are rights, in the church? “these rights are the juridical goods––especially those that are
directly salvific (such as the word of god and the sacraments)––that are due each person and the church itself as
institution, in the economy of universal salvation operated by christ and actualized in history by the church in
his name.” no serious answers to practical issues and solutions can be realized without the bearings reestablished
by errázuriz’s first volume to his sweeping introduction to the study and discipline of canon law.
Volume one contains the first three chapters of the original, corso fondamentale sul diritto nella Chiesa (in two
volumes, giuffrè: Milan, 2009 and 2017): “rights, Justice and Law in the church,” “canon Law in History,” and
“the configuration of rights and Law in the church.” After errázuriz, students who read the code of canon Law
will no longer be confined to the limited perspective that has characterized American scholarship for the last century. its appeal to canon lawyers is obvious, but it also demands the attention of theologians and political scientists
alike for its illustration of the singular ecclesiastical notion of objective justice. As the scientist is a careful observer
of the tides of civil government, so is the theologian beholden to this masterwork that offers a profound panorama
of what the church is, even in the post-modern era.
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