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The late historian Marvin O’Connell left a legacy of brilliant prose and pictures of the past, and in this book the 
reader at long last has access to O’Connell’s own story. Fr. Bill Miscamble, a noted historian and scholar in his own 
right, attributes to O’Connell the title ‘Master’ above all on account of his ability to know what matters and then 
write about it “in the way that all great stories are told.” in addition to his status as histor (giver of history), 
O’Connell was a long-time professor and chair of the history department at the University of notre Dame. He is 
author of the masterwork, Sorin, which presents the riveting and dynamic narrative of the founding of notre 
Dame on the inspired ambition of edward Sorin, C.S.C. O’Connell was not a man who “genuflected in hagiogra-
phy.” rather, in the manner he lived faithfully yet soberly under the shining shadow of the Golden Dome, 
O’Connell told stories in the manner they were lived and with all the accompanying faults and triumphs.  

in Miscamble’s thorough introduction of O’Connell, he writes that the latter “utilized his striking talents as a 
historian as an integral part of his fundamental vocation as a priest. [O’Connell] once described the historian as a 
veritable ‘midwife to our faith,’ who must capture, as best as evidence will allow, the truth of the past.” This posi-
tion lends itself to the structure of this work. The first part is the sadly incomplete memoirs of Fr. O’Connell, 
wherein the reader meets the historian and moves with eagerness and confidence into the essays that follow. 
Highlights of these collected essays include thoughts on Cardinal newman, Belloc, the Spanish inquisition, and 
the historical perspective of evangelization in the United States and modernism at large. What one reads are stories 
that might have been lost but are here are preserved in what can with all moral certainty be called truthfulness. as 
his friend ralph Mcinerny once qualified him, O’Connell combined compassion and judgment such that his his-
tories were always indeed primarily stories and, as the reader well knows, stories have layers and threads and are 
not told simply for their conclusions.  

O’Connell succeeds in showing one how human history is written. above all, he reveals that history is made 
by humans, but must also be remembered and deciphered by humans who cannot forego leaving their own marks 
and prints on everything they encounter (in memory or otherwise). The objectivity we seek can be found in one 
historical account alone, asserts the priest-storyteller, yet a sharp eye to the past is always consonant with a com-
passionate desire to understand. Bill Schmitt, Fr. Bill Miscamble and David Solomon do posterity a service by giv-
ing us this man and his masterful engagement of history. These friends of O’Connell deem the historian’s passion 
for truth-in-context to be foundational for shaping stories that matter, including his own.  

 
Author bio: 
 
Marvin r. O’Connell was a premier Catholic historian whose life as a priest, scholar, author and teacher made him 
a formidable force in the lives of countless individuals. He studied under Church historian Phillip Hughes in the 
mid-1950s, which led to a career as both historian and professor first at the University of Saint Thomas in St. Paul 
and then at the University of notre Dame. From 1974 to 1980 O’Connell chaired the history department at the 
University of notre Dame and was responsible for the flourishing of this faculty, which remains strong to this day. 
His histories include The Oxford Conspirators (1969), The Counter Reformation: 1559–1610 (1974), John Ireland and the 
American Catholic Church (1988), Critics on Trial: An Introduction to the Catholic Modernist Crisis (1994), Blaise Pascal: 
Reasons of the Heart (1997), and Sorin (2001).  
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among all the fifty-six men who have served as new York’s governor, none was more complicated, self-righteous, 
pugilistic, and exasperating than Mario Cuomo. 

as governor, Mario Cuomo is remembered most for his advocacy of the “personally-opposed-but” position on 
abortion that led to confrontations with Catholic Church hierarchy, and for dithering about his presidential ambi-
tions, that led the media to dub him the “Hamlet on the Hudson.”  His political style reminded many of 
Machiavelli; Cuomo styled himself a successor to St. Thomas More. 

in this political profile, George J. Marlin sets the record straight on Mario Cuomo. 
Marlin traces Cuomo’s political rise and documents how and why he abandoned his public opposition to abor-

tion to be elected new York’s chief executive. 
in great detail, Marlin describes the protracted conflict between Cuomo and his church on abortion and refutes 

the governor’s claim that his “position on abortion is absolutely theologically sound.” 
Marlin critiques Cuomo’s famous 1984 Democratic convention speech as nothing more than the usual high-

toned partisan liberal bromides that offered little, if anything, that hadn’t been touted by his party for half a cen-
tury. 

The book also uncovers new York State’s fiscal, economic, and social decline during Cuomo’s 12 years as gov-
ernor.  it explains why voters repudiated Cuomo’s version of a welfare state when he sought a fourth term in 1994 
and why, in the words of his son, Governor andrew Cuomo, his father was “more accomplished as a speech-giver 
than as a governor.” 

Marlin skillfully separates the Cuomo “Public intellectual” myth from the political man. 
 
Author bio: 
 
George J. Marlin, a former executive Director of the Port authority of new York and new Jersey, is the author/edi-
tor of 14 books including Fighting the Good Fight: A History of the New York Conservative Party, Squandered 
Opportunities: New York’s Pataki Years, and Sons of St. Patrick: A History of the Archbishops of New York. His opinion 
pieces have appeared in over 2 dozen publications including The New York Times, New York Post, New York Daily 
News, Newsday, National Review and Newsmax. 
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Dr. Giulio Maspero is a priest, theologian and physicist who in this work embarks on a study of the Trinity––the 
Christian triune God––and in a single narrative pieces together the classical metaphysics, revealed truths and 
Patristic apologetic theology that directed the development of Trinitarian dogma. Maspero views the importance 
of this project from several perspectives. it connects us both exegetically and in fellowship to Christianity’s Jewish 
roots and the living God of shared Scripture. it introduces the reader to a deeper understanding of the historical 
development of the Trinity, which is especially engaging given the formidable minds and arguments involved in 
this history, particularly on the part of the Cappadocian Fathers: Gregory of nyssa, Gregory of nanzianzus and 
Basil the Great. Maspero also notes that knowing the Trinity better will offer greater insight into papal descriptions 
of the human family as necessarily rooted in a Trinitarian foundation, a “communion of persons in the image of 
the union of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  

an approach to Trinitarian theology often favors overly technical language, or undue triteness. Maspero suc-
ceeds in leading both scholar and student to see how the unfolding of the mystery of the Trinity and its dogmatic 
development is a discovery of the “mystery from which all true love flows” in history. This discovery is only pos-
sible because of God’s self-revelation and immanence––that is, his heart and his “within.” The revelation of his 
being wholly and eternally Father and Son and the love between them has made a more complete unity know to 
humanity through the perfect unity of divine communion. The foundation of all being and reality is this commun-
ion of love, personal unity that is given in relation and not in spite of relation. after a career of studying theology 
and theoretical physics, Maspero is especially keen on emphasizing the radical nature of this concept. it is an exten-
sion of Greek philosophy but ripped open and assigned immeasurable new value in communion and relation.  

The brevity of this work limits the amount of citations and textual references given, and Maspero instead urges 
the reader to study the book alongside Scripture. His manner of writing respects the impossibility of speaking of 
God in his immanence, but he nonetheless carves out a place for the Trinity in the human intellect, a place where 
the Jewish and Christian God might be encountered. as Maspero observes, truth is found in the personal dimen-
sion, but “just as in the use of a map for a journey, the cognitive grasp of the Trinity is to prevent us from getting 
lost, to keep us from reducing and simplifying the Trinity into something we understand merely on a natural 
level.” a highlight of this work is Maspero’s reliance on Mary, Theotokos, in his presentation of Trinitarian theology, 
the person who first opened herself to this manner of thinking.  
 
Author bio: 
 
Giulio Maspero is full professor at the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical University of Holy Cross (rome). He is 
member of the Association Internationale des Etudes Patristiques (aieP) and a full member of the Pontifical Academy of 
Theology (PaTH). He has published mainly on Gregory of nyssa, Trinitarian theology and the relationship between 
philosophy and theology. in particular, he has published Trinity and Man (Brill, leuven 2007) and has directed, 
together with l.F. Mateo-Seco, The Brill Dictionary of Gregory of Nyssa (Brill, leuven, 2009) and, together with r. 
Wozniak, Re-thinking Trinitarian Theology (T&T Clark, london 2012). His most recent monographs are Uno perché 
trino (Cantagalli, Siena 2011), Essere e relazione (Città nuova, roma 2013) and Dio trino perché vivo (Morcelliana, 
Brescia 2018), the latter devoted to the pneumatology of the Greek Fathers. He also edited with Pierpaolo Donati 
and antonio Malo the volume Social Science, Philosophy and Theology in Dialogue (routledge, london 2019). 
additionally, Giulio Maspero has a PhD in Theoretical Physics, and is noted for his work in quantum chaos.  
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The De Anima (On the Soul) is the first and most general of aristotle’s biological works and as such is the most 
important work in the study of nature after the Physics of aristotle. it is presupposed to aristotle’s Sense and the 
Sensible, Memory and Reminiscence, and his many other biological works.  

in this text, aristotle discusses his predecessors’ views of life, defines the principle of life (“soul”), discusses 
the principle sorts of living things (plants, animals, and human beings), and analyzes the chief activities of each 
sort of life. in the case of rational life, he shows that the ability to think implies an immaterial aspect to the human 
soul. 

The De Anima is necessary not only to the study of biology, but also advances the understanding of meta-
physics, of ethics and of politics, and even of logic, insofar as logic directs the acts of the human mind. 

like Coughlin’s translation of aristotle’s Physics (also published by St. augustine Press), this translation 
attempts to be literal and concrete. The edition includes the translation, introduction, glossary, index, and explana-
tory notes. 
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in Shouting Softly, literary lawyer and proud Southerner allen Mendenhall provides valuable insights into peren-
nial questions about the fundamental features of civil society. His expansive commentaries and criticism on law, 
literature, and culture reveal an abiding commitment to ordered liberty, the decentralization and diffusion of 
power, bottom-up and localized forms of voluntary governance, time-tested wisdom, and aesthetic sensibility. 
This vigorous work cautions against hubris and misguided certitude, predicating its arresting arguments on the 
proposition that human reason, however awesome and inspiring, is limited and fallible. Covering a wide range of 
issues and historical figures, Mendenhall espouses conservative yet melioristic approaches to complex subjects, 
rebutting the hollow claims and fashionable theories that captivate ‘purposefully’ leftist law and humanities fac-
ulties across the United States. His is the measured voice of a book-loving polymath who appreciates beauty, imag-
ination, humility, clarity, cooperation, and sound argumentation. 

The work is given in three parts. The first section on law explores legal minds, rules and commentary on sem-
inal jurisprudence. The second part explores literature and the influence of the writer and the disconcerting truths 
stories often seek to convey. Thirdly, Mendenhall delves into culture and the more obvious situations wherein we 
gain insight into our manner of living, and here Mendenhall exudes a Southern accent that in no way compromises 
his universal bearings. One of the highlights is his echo of larry Seidentop’s question: “if we in the West do not 
understand the moral depth of our own tradition, how can we hope to shape the conversation of mankind?” This 
is all the more meaningful given that Mendenhall is a member of the Millennial generation, and part of the intel-
lectual minority who sees the urgency of “a studied appreciation for nuanced story and linguistic narrative.”  

 
Author bio: 
 
allen Mendenhall is associate dean at Faulkner University Thomas Goode Jones School of law, executive director 
of the Blackstone & Burke Center for law & liberty, and editor of Southern Literary Review. His books include 
Literature and Liberty, The Three Ps of Liberty (2020), The Southern Philosopher, Writers on Writing, Of Bees and Boys, 
and Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., Pragmatism, and the Jurisprudence of Agon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





The Making of the Christian Mind: The Adventure of the Paraclete 
volume I: the waiting world 
JaMeS PaTriCk 
 
Publication Date: NovEMbEr                  
180 pages, 6” x 9”          
Hardback ISbN: 978-1-58731-479-7      $28.00 sp 
E-book ISbN:     978-1-58731-480-3       $18.00 sp 
Category: CHrIStIAN tHEoLogy; HIStory of IDEAS 
 
Dr. James Patrick has spent his life teaching, and in this book he seeks to tell on a larger scale the story of the 
Christian mind as it developed according to what he refers to as the “adventure” of the Holy Spirit. indeed, the 
Christian mind moved from faithful intuition to writing and composing original ideas of concrete truths, and this 
in turn led to inspired foundations upon which a new kind of world became possible. Patrick does not wish the 
reader to think the Christian mind has ever intended to create utopia on earth or to proselytize, rather that the 
dynamic Christian intellect indicates a human heart made new and from this newness still spring horizons of hope 
and culture.  

This is not a history of dogma or systematic account of the building of doctrine. it is a narrative that follows 
the major moments wherein the Christian heart so in tune with the Paraclete has rendered the seminal texts and 
literature of this new culture, from the Didache to the Rule of Saint Benedict and The Consolation of Philosophy. Patrick 
succeeds in presenting a narrative that reads more like the experience lived by those directly involved in its real-
ization, and although he cannot include every individual accomplishment of the major Christian writers, he illu-
minates the context in which Christianity was born and how faith grew and allowed itself to be shaped by its par-
ticipation in the “adventure” and its grasp of objective truth. The Christian mind is, says Patrick, not only inspired 
and moved by the restless Paraclete, but revolves around the event of Jesus Christ. Christian history is therefore 
best understood not simply as chronology of events but as the vision of “the new heart in time,” one that strives 
to be like that of the one who sent the Spirit into history. 

Patrick writes with a voice of a teacher, and although this work is very well referenced and accurate he does 
not intend this work to be a scholarly presentation of data and careful arguments, nor does he include every aspect 
of this intellectual faith journey of Christianity found in writing. as a comprehensive review, Patrick acknowl-
edges the limitations of his own project to tell a complete story. nevertheless, The Making of the Christian Mind 
accomplishes the no less formidable feat of illustrating the vivacious quality of the authentic Christian intellectual 
life. “Christianity is a survivor, not because it possessed the instruments of power but because, as Jesus of nazareth 
said before Pilate, the foundation of the kingdom is truth, its instruments of conquest are its renewing gifts, its 
consequences are the substitution of truth for error and ignorance, of faith for skepticism, humility for pride, and 
of charity and friendship for emulation, all this realized never perfectly but always as possibilities having the 
power to make all things new.” 

This work is divided into three volumes, of which the present work is the first. Highlights of this first volume, 
The Waiting World, include following revelation as it first moved uncertain hearts to write and then to offer explicit 
witness. in this first installment, Patrick sets the groundwork for following the faith and history of israel to Justin 
Martyr’s great claim that what is true belongs to Christians.  

 
Author bio: 
 
 Dr. James Patrick is Chancellor emeritus of the College of Saint Thomas More (Fort Worth) and served as Provost 
as well for over a decade. His teaching career spans nearly forty years. Patrick wrote his dissertation at Trinity 
College (Toronto) and is a noted scholar of r. G. Collingwood, J. r. r. Tolkien, and C. S. lewis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





The Pursuit of Unity and Perfection in Human History 
klaUS vOnDUnG 
 
Publication Date: oCtobEr                      
170 pages, 6” x 9”          
Hardback ISbN: 978-1-58731-688-3      $26.00 sp 
E-book ISbN:     978-1-58731-689-0       $17.00 sp 
Category: EuroPEAN HIStory; PoLItICAL PHILoSoPHy 
 
The achievement of unity and perfection in human action begins with a struggle for these ideals in human 
thought. Dr. klaus vondung in his collection of essays that span four decades explores examples of this in different 
fields of human inquiry: striving for harmonious existential unity of talents and morals, intellect and emotion; 
seeking to make natural sciences consonant with the humanities and thereby moving toward a more universal, 
“perfect” science; and establishing unity in political structures and cultivating in this unity a homogenous society. 
vondung has given special devotion to national Socialism as a context wherein he revisits its perverted motivation 
and the consequences of this despite noble ideals. 

Particular focus in following the thread of unity and perfection in human intellectual and practical ambitions 
ultimately hones in on the combination of religion and politics. vondung in these essays unpacks the ways in 
which this continues to fascinate and disturb us, and in his expertise he uses national Socialism to connect this 
pursuit of unity and perfection to what he calls one of the signature marks of modernity––namely, secular apoca-
lypticism. This claim stands in opposition to eric voegelin’s remark that Gnosticism, rather, is “the nature of 
modernity.” vondung, who studied and wrote his dissertation under voegelin, grapples with the contrast of these 
positions. vondung is willing to challenge voegelin, but ultimately his treatment of the latter bears the quality of 
tribute to this great scholar. 

vondung also explores the points of contact between apocalypticism and Hermetic speculation. Despite the 
independence of the religious and philosophical doctrines of Hermeticism, there are parallels to be found. 
apocalypticism and Hermeticism originated in antiquity and yet each represents a tradition that still holds footing 
today. vondung furthermore leads the reader to see the project of salvation found in both even as each operates 
with a different scope.  

This collection of essays centers itself on a perspective of the human pursuit of unity and perfection, directly 
or indirectly, as objectives of intellectual endeavors, existential ideals, as social or political outcomes, and in the 
case of national Socialism even as perverse aberrations. vondung’s particular treatment of voegelin’s work like-
wise establishes what the former identifies as a stand-out question of this study: Does the search of order in history 
show us the unity of the history of humankind?  

 
Author bio: 
 
klaus vondung is Professor emeritus in German and Cultural Studies at the University of Siegen, Germany. His 
research and teaching abroad include a visiting Scholarship at the Hoover institution, Stanford University, and 
visiting Professorships at the University of Florida, Gainesville, the University of Houston, kansai University, 
Suita/Osaka, and kwansei Gakuin University, nishinomiya. He is permanent Honorary Guest professor at 
Zhejiang University, Hangzhou. in addition to numerous books and articles in German, in english he has pub-
lished the books The Apocalypse in Germany (2000) and Paths to Salvation: The National Socialist Religion (2019, St. 
augustine’s Press), and edited two volumes in the Collected Works of eric voegelin.  
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Contemplation and Kingdom seeks to retrieve aspects of richard of St. victor's treatment of contemplation, princi-
pally in De arca mystica, and does so by weighing Thomas aquinas's reservations about this treatment in the 
Summa theologiæ. is aquinas right to object, as augustine does in De Doctrina Christiana, that our contemplation 
should go directly to God and not be stalled in the consideration of the natural world? What relation is there 
between Jesus's preaching of the kingdom and the contemplation of God? is the contemplative life consistent with 
Jesus's injunction to love both God and neighbor? These are the principal questions considered in the book. 

 
This book is vintage Hart, erudite, well written, a treat for a wide readership. it is an example of how theology 

ought to be done, with a clarity and depth unsurpassed in today’s scholarly world. its blend of anglo-saxon ele-
gance and continental insights will be praised in the academy and outside. – Jean-Yves lacoste, Clare Hall, 
Cambridge 

in the light of great contemporary interest in contemplation, this brilliant and erudite work is a stunning exam-
ple. The focus on richard of St. victor and Thomas aquinas is especially appropriate. Theologians and philoso-
phers will be especially thankful for kevin Hart’s work on the actuality of contemplation. – David Tracy, 
University of Chicago 
 

 
Author bio: 
 
kevin Hart holds the edwin B. kyle Chair of Christian Theology at the University of virginia where he is also 
Courtesy Professor of english and Courtesy Professor of French. in 2020 he was awarded the aquinas Medal by 
the Department of Philosophy at the University of Dallas. His 2020 Étienne Gilson lectures, given at l'institut 
Catholique de Paris, offer a fresh approach to the theology of the imago dei in augustine. His 2020 Gifford lectures, 
given at Glasgow University, examine various questions to do with the theology of contemplation and propose a 
new "hermeneutics of contemplation." His most recent scholarly publications include Kingdoms of God (indiana UP, 
2014) and Poetry and Revelation (Bloomsbury, 2017), and his most recent collections of poetry are Wild Track: New 
and Selected Poems (notre Dame UP, 2015) and Barefoot (notre Dame UP, 2018). 




